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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a hydrocarbon 
recovery method capable of performing the optimum 
operation corresponding to the concn. of hydrocarbon 
gas and capable of making a hydrocarbon gas recovery 
apparatus compact and an absorbing column structure 
for recovering hydrocarbon. 

SOLUTION: Air containing hydrocarbon gas is introduced 
into an absorbing column 20 as gas to be treated and. in 
the absorbing column 20, an absorbing soln. HC of liquid 
hydrocarbon and the gas to be treated are subjected to 
gas- liquid contact to absorb and remove hydrocarbon 
and the gas to be treated is introduced into the 
absorbing columns 28a, 28b to be removed. In this case, 
an adsorption exclusive mode (mode 2) stopping the 
circulation of the absorbing soln. HC into the absorbing 
column 20 and a cooling and absorbing adsorbing mode 
(mode 3) cooling the absorbing soln. HC to circulate the 
same are preset and, at a time of recovery, the concn. 
of the hydrocarbon gas in the gas to be treated 

introduced into the absorbing column is detected and, corresponding to the detected concn. of 
hydrocarbon gas. the modes are changed over. 
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